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1 , The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the c over sheet wim tne correspondence aaaress ~ 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THF MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of th, f u c ° m ^" n !^°" mn|u - thin the statutorv minimum 0 f thirty (30) days will be considered timely, 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 May 2001 . 
2a)EI This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I matters prosecutor . as to the ments » 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) g| Claim(s) 1-13 18-26 and 53-61 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1-13 18-26 and 53-61 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

II) Q The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 

a)D All b)D Some*c)P None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



| | ociuiiCfU \j\j\j\^>^ i < ■ w ■ ■ w ■ ■ — 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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1. Claims 1-13,18-26 and 53-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
containing subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable 
one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 

and/or use the invention. 

It appears that the specification does not have support for the limitations of "to expose the 
wafer to a chemical processing environment to chemically process the wafer" as recited in 
claimsl,18,19,53-54,56-61. 

The dependent claims not specifically address share the same indefiniteness as they 

depend from rejected base claims. 
*/*6/ty 2. Claims l-13,^Tand 53-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, it is unclear what "a wafer holder" represents. Is it referred to "a chuck (40)" 
as shown in figure # 3 or is it referred to "an intermediate member (60)". In claim 8, the 
limitation of "wherein the wafer holder comprises a chuck configured to receive a calibration 
wafer and a production wafer" is still unclear. From Applicant 's remark, it appears that the 
chuck receive either calibration wafer or a production wafer but not at the same time. 
Therefore, the limitation mentioned above is inaccurate. In claim 9, it is unclear whether both 
the wafer holder and the calibration wafer include vacuum chambers. 
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Furthermore, it is unclear what "a vacuum chamber" represents. Is it shown in any of drawings? 
From Applicant 's remark , the holder is referred to element (12) and this element does not have 
"vacuum chamber", therefore the limitation of claim 9 is also inaccurate. In claim 53, it is 
unclear what on the first and second surfaces in order to have an electrical interconnect 
configured to electrically couple the first surface and the second surface". In claim 54, the 
limitation of "wherein the wafer holder comprises a chuck configured to receive a calibration ^ 
wafer and a production wafer" is unclear. Does the chuck receive both calibration wafer and a 
production wafer at the same time? Furthermore, it appears that this limitation is inaccurate. Jft- 
0 ^/ol claia^M ^ uii c kai wh i llKJ both the wafer hol d er aftd-the^rii bia L iuii waf u i n cl ude vacuum 

(tawifigs-? In claims §7-58, it is unclear what "a work piece holder" represents. Is it shown in 
any of drawings? Is it referred to "intermediate member (60)"? If it is, this member does not 
have a vacuum chamber. In claim 58, it is also unclear what "a conductive column" represents. 
Is it shown in any of drawings? 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. / 
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4. Claims 53-58 (insofar as understood) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Smith (5,475,317). 

As to claims 53-58, Smith discloses a singulated bare die tester having a 
workpiece holder or a chuck (4,12) for receiving an electronic workpiece (2) and for supporting 
an electronic device (2),an electrical coupling (12a) for electrically coupling the electrical 
coupling (2a) of the electronic device workpiece (2) and communicated signals between the 
workpiece and the workpiece holder (12) . As to claim 58, the device of Smith also discloses a 
contact plate (4,4a,4b) . 

5. Claims 1 and 18 (insofar as understood) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nagayama et al (Pat # 5,378,3 1 1). 

As to claims 1 and 18, Nagayama et al disclose an apparatus having a wafer holder (51) 
for receiving a wafer (54) . It is noted that the holder includes electrical couplings (57-63) for 
coupling to the wafer. Furthermore, it appears that the wafer inherently has electrical coupling in 
which the electrical couplings of the holder connected thereto. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13,18-26 and 53-61 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 



Application/Control Number: 09/512,968 
Art Unit: 2858 



Page 5 



Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to VTNH P. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (703) 305-4914. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4900 . 

^w^W^ — 

VINH P. NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 2858 



